
Korean Passive Verbs
한국어 수동 표현

  Essential sentences to master Korean passive expressions 

Korean passives are more lexical than grammatical.

 That’s why learning patterns matters.

 Don’t forget: the particle changes too.

👉 저장하고 매일 연습하세요  
   Save this and practice every day!
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• 놓다 (to put) / 놓이다 (to be put)
 Active: 책을 탁자 위에 놓았어요 (I put the book on the table).
 Passive: 책이 탁자 위에 놓여 있어요 (The book is placed on the table/The book
is on the table).

• 바꾸다 (to change) / 바뀌다 (to be changed)
 Active: 예약 시간을 바꿨어요 (I changed the reservation time).
 Passive: 일정이 바뀌었어요 (The schedule has changed).

• 보다 (to see) / 보이다 (to be seen / to be visible)
 Active: 창밖을 잠깐 봤어요 (I looked outside for a moment).
 Passive: 여기에서 강이 잘 보여요 (The river is clearly visible from here).

• 쓰다 (to write / to use) / 쓰이다 (to be written / to be used)
 Active: 이 메모는 제가 썼어요 (I wrote this note).
 Passive: 이 표현은 요즘 자주 쓰여요 (This expression is used a lot these days).

• 잠그다 (to lock) / 잠기다 (to be locked)
 Active: 집을 나가기 전에 문을 잠갔어요 (I locked the door before leaving).
 Passive: 문이 이미 잠겨 있었어요 (The door was already locked).
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Passive verbs: –이–



• 닫다 (to close) / 닫히다 (to be closed)
 Active: 바람이 불어서 창문을 닫았어요 (It was windy, so I closed the window).
 Passive: 창문이 닫혀 있어요 (The window is closed).

• 읽다 (to read) / 읽히다 (to be read)
 Active: 잠들기 전에 책을 조금 읽었어요 (I read a little before going to sleep).
 Passive: 이 책은 생각보다 잘 읽혀요 (This book is easier to read than expected).

• 막다 (to block) / 막히다 (to be blocked)
 Active: 사고 때문에 길을 막았어요 (They blocked the road because of an
accident).
 Passive: 퇴근 시간이라 길이 많이 막혀요 (The road is very congested because 
it’s rush hour).

• 잡다 (to catch) / 잡히다 (to be caught)
 Active: 경찰이 용의자를 잡았어요 (The police caught the suspect).
 Passive: 용의자가 바로 잡혔어요 (The suspect was caught quickly).

• 먹다 (to eat) / 먹히다 (to be eaten)
 Active: 아이가 아침을 잘 먹었어요 (The child ate breakfast well).
 Passive: 쥐가 고양이에게 먹혔어요.The mouse was eaten by the cat.
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Passive verbs: –히–



• 걸다 (to hang) / 걸리다 (to be hung)
 Active: 코트를 의자에 걸어 놨어요 (I hung my coat on the chair).
 Passive: 코트가 의자에 걸려 있어요 (The coat is hanging on the chair).

• 듣다 (to listen) / 들리다 (to be heard)
 Active: 밖에서 이상한 소리를 들었어요 (I heard a strange noise outside).
 Passive: 옆방에서 목소리가 들려요 (Voices can be heard from the next room).

• 열다 (to open) / 열리다 (to be opened)
 Active: 아침에 창문을 열었어요 (I opened the window in the morning).
 Passive: 문이 자동으로 열렸어요 (The door opened automatically).

• 팔다 (to sell) / 팔리다 (to be sold)
 Active: 그 가게에서 케이크를 팔아요 (They sell cakes at that shop).
 Passive: 이 케이크는 빨리 팔려요 (This cake sells quickly).

• 밀다 (to push) / 밀리다 (to be pushed / to be delayed)
 Active: 사람들이 문을 밀었어요 (People pushed the door).
 Passive: 일정이 다음 주로 밀렸어요 (The schedule was pushed back to next
week).
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Passive verbs: –리–



• 끊다 (to cut off) / 끊기다 (to be cut off)
 Active: 전화를 끊고 다시 걸었어요(I hung up and called again).
 Passive: 갑자기 전화가 끊겼어요 (The call suddenly got cut off).

• 안다 (to hug) / 안기다 (to be hugged)
 Active: 아이를 꼭 안았어요 (I hugged the child tightly).
 Passive: 아이가 엄마에게 안겼어요 (The child clung to their mother).

• 쫓다 (to chase) / 쫓기다 (to be chased)
 Active: 파파라치가 연예인을 쫓아다녔어요(The paparazzi followed the celebrity
around).
Passive: 연예인이 파파라치에게 쫓기고 있어요(The celebrity is being chased by
paparazzi).

• 찢다 (to tear) / 찢기다 (to be torn)
 Active: 종이를 실수로 찢었어요 (I tore the paper by mistake).
 Passive: 시험지가 찢기지 않게 조심하세요.(Please be careful so that the test
paper is not torn.).

• 씻다 (to wash) / 씻기다 (to be washed)
 Active: 아이가 손을 씻었어요 (The child washed their hands).
 Passive: 잘 씻겨진 야채를 드세요. (Please eat well-washed vegetables.).
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Passive verbs: –기–


