Korean Passive Verbs
ol=10| & Hod

Essential sentences to master Korean passive expressions

Korean passives are more lexical than grammatical.
That’s why learning patterns matters.
Don’t forget: the particle changes too.

A&l oY A5t
Save this and practice every day!
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Passive verbs: -0|-

« EC} (to put) / =0IC} (to be put)
Active: M2 EIX} 2|0 =UXH R (I put the book on the table).

Passive: 20| EIX} |0l =0 AL (The book is placed on the table/The book
is on the table).

- HHLC} (to change) / HIRCL (to be changed)
Active: 0|2 A|ZH2 HIZEOR (I changed the reservation time).
Passive: 2H0| HHA L (The schedule has changed).

 HC} (to see) /| HO|LC} (to be seen / to be visible)
Active: &HtS Z7t Ht{ 2 (1 looked outside for a moment).
Passive: (7|0 Z0] & HO K (The river is clearly visible from here).

« ML} (to write / to use) / 20|C} (to be written / to be used)
Active: O] H| 2= X7} ML (I wrote this note).
Passive: O] 2 2F AtF MR (This expression is used a lot these days).

o Z7C} (to lock) / &7IC} (to be locked)
Active: &2 LI7F7| Mol 22 UL (I locked the door before leaving).
Passive: £0]| 0|0| ZH AU L (The door was already locked).
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Passive verbs: -9|-

EiC} (to close) / Eo|CH (to be closed)
Active: HIE0| E0HA HE2 HANH R (It was windy, so | closed the window).
Passive: 20| Et5] /IR (The window is closed).

« 2L} (to read) / 243ICt (to be read)
Active: HS7| Mol M2 =2 YLK (I read a little before going to sleep).
Passive: O] M2 MZIHLC} & 15| R (This book is easier to read than expected).

« BIC} (to block) / 2tsICt (to be blocked)

Active: At 20| Z % ort{R (They blocked the road because of an
accident).

Passive: E|2 A|ZtO[2} Z0] 20| 25 R (The road is very congested because
it’s rush hour).

« ZC} (to catch) / &3ICt (to be caught)
Active: ZE0| 9K} HUAML (The police caught the suspect).
Passive: 2|7t HIZ EHO L (The suspect was caught quickly).

« HC} (to eat) / Ho|LC} (to be eaten)
Active: O}0|7} O}XIE Z HAN K (The child ate breakfast well).
Passive: |7 1 2F0|0f|AH| HIIOH RL.The mouse was eaten by the cat.
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Passive verbs: -2|-

- 4L} (to hang) / Z2ICt (to be hung)
Active: ZEE 9|X}0f| 20 £ (I hung my coat on the chair).
Passive: ZE 7} X0 22 02 (The coat is hanging on the chair).

« ELC} (to listen) / E2IC}t (to be heard)
Active: S10jlA O] Aot A2|E SRR (I heard a strange noise outside).
Passive: S| SA 2|7} 8|2 (Voices can be heard from the next room).

- AL} (to open) / B2IC} (to be opened)
Active: Ot&0| 22 S0 (I opened the window in the morning).
Passive: 20| X522 ER 0L (The door opened automatically).

o T} (to sell) / Y2|C} (to be sold)
Active: 11 7A[0[A #H|0]|2E Z0tR (They sell cakes at that shop).
Passive: 0] 70|32 = 2| Z2{Q (This cake sells quickly).

« UC} (to push) / 22ICt (to be pushed / to be delayed)
Active: AIRtS0| 22 LR (People pushed the door).

Passive: 20| Ct5 F2 YL (The schedule was pushed back to next
week).
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Passive verbs: -7|-

o« 2L} (to cut off) / #7IC} (to be cut off)
Active: H3E B CHA| ZANH L (1 hung up and called again).
Passive: ZtAt7| M3t7t #H0H K (The call suddenly got cut off).

e QtC} (to hug) / 2t7IC} (to be hugged)
Active: Ot0|E & 2R (I hugged the child tightly).
Passive: 0t0|7} O AH| 2tHO{ L (The child clung to their mother).

- L} (to chase) / £7IC} (to be chased)

Active: IHIt2}X| 7} Hoj|212 ZOICHA {2 (The paparazzi followed the celebrity
around).

Passive: H0f|2l0| mtmt2tX|of| A Z7|12 AL (The celebrity is being chased by
paparazzi).

« %L} (to tear) / W7IC} (to be torn)

Active: Z0|E M2 WAHNL (I tore the paper by mistake).

Passive: A|EX|7F W7 |X| A ZAISEM|R.(Please be careful so that the test
paper is not torn.).

« 8IC} (to wash) / M7ICt (to be washed)
Active: Ot0|7} &2 WAL (The child washed their hands).
Passive: & MAZI OFtfE ENM|R. (Please eat well-washed vegetables.).
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